The 


WOOD-MONGERS 


REMONSTRANCGCE, 


Or, 
The CARMENS Coutroverſie rightly ſtated : 


Wherein 
x. The preſent Juriſdition and Corporation of the Wood- 
mongers1s vindicated. 


2. The Original and Nature of Cars, and Car-rooms, by 
whom governed and diſpoſed, and upou what terms trym 
time to time manifeſted, 

3. The inconveniences attending that err:neous conceit, 
of accounting them.Goods and Chattels, and fo inheri- 
tances ; clcerly ſcr torth. 


4. The miſtake concerning Sea-coal ſacks reQified. 


5. The Petition and Remonſtrance of the Wood-mongers 
tothe L. Mayor, and Court of Aldermen,and Common 
Counccl, with divers expedients for regulation of mca- 
ſur. s, propounded, 


6. Divers Reaſons why Sea-coals are at ſo deer a rate, with 
ſeveral Remedies for the abating their excellive Prices. 
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By W. L. 
ONE... 


Prov. It. 29. ardÞPR 0 v. 19.5. 
He that troubleth his oven houſe ſhall inherit the Wind, and the 
fool ſhall be ſervant to the wiſe in heart. 


A falſe witneſs ſhall not go anpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh 
lies ſhall not eſcape. 
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Miter SAMUEL ECAND; 
. Chair- man rothe H onorable Coqunittce of | 
Parliamert fi trio ih the Checks chx. 
ber at # eftm rſterg nd to ;he reſt 7 
the Worihv "I, mbers: of the 
{ud Committee. 


Gertlemen, 


= Tat dapleexperien-e we have of your tuclina- 
 110n and earneſ} enieavors to eftablish Peace 
f and Righte uſreff in this Nation, hath em- 
boldued me to preſ-nt befme you the true /tate 
of ihe (ontrove- (ie now depending between the ( ar- men 
and (© ompany of Wood-mongers ; not that 1 doubt in 
ihe Fo tut that a'theugh the Cry off the Car-men 
hath bin very loua, of Oppreſſion, Violence, Injuſt:ce, gc. 
from the Wood-monger, yet when you deſcend into their 
Anſwer, tlere wll be nothing of that Naime juſlly to 
be clarged upon them : Neverthelef, for that you are 
ſtrangers t” the cauſe of this Conteſt, it beins no Law 
Caſe, ihe (counſel 6n both ſides not ſo well acquainted 
theremith; Ard for that in the debate thereof, ſo many 
Dig effions happen, that the Truth of the matter _— 
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beſo eafily diſcerned, 1 thourht it my Duty (confider- 
ing - that Providence hath called you to determina the 
Cauſe ( your time being precious) a4 much as in melies, 
zo facilitate the work, by opening the whole Body of the 
Bufineſf * that ſuch Concluſion may be put to it, as may 
conduce to Gods glory, ani the juſt Rights of the con- 
cerned Parties : Which Preſumption may you pleaſe to 
pardon, I shall not onely pray that God may direF you 
in all your Publ:ke undertakings by ht un-erring Spirits 
but as from the Begining of your Troubles 1 have bin 
ready to contribute both in Perſon and Purſe to your Af- 
fiſtince, So reſolve (God aſffiting) ever readily and re- 
ally to declare my ſelf | 
_— 
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CONTROFERSHE 


* Hen I conſider how often this buſineſs hath bin 
5&4, indebate, how many ſolutions and determina- 
SS tions put to it after Counſel, Learned in the 
SF Law on both ſides have bin fully heard : I can- 
{ not but wonder at the ignorance and perver(- 
neſs of thoſe, that again preſume to trouble this 
_. honorable Commitcee , whoſe publike and 

more emergent occaſions require no needleſs obſtructions, 

But for as much as they have once more entred the Liſt of this 
diſpute, and that many ignorant of the ground of this contro- 
yerſic are ready precjudicately to conceive the Wood-mongers in- 
jurious to the Car-men, for ſatisfaction therefore of al} men un- 
byafſed, I intend (God aſſiſting) to Rate the matter fo clecrly, 
that the Complainants themſelves (if rational ) may cyer here- 
after be filent. And for that there may nothing of their charge 
eſcape either un-examined, or un-an{wetgd, I have anatomized 
the body of their complaint, and every particular thereof. -. 

The firſt three lines of their paper conliſts of a general charge 
againſt the Maſter, Wardens, and Ailiſtan:s of the Company of 
Wood-mongers ; That they by Pretext of fgueral Charters and 
Decrees, do aſſume a Power to themſelves oofer the Car-men, and 
that thereby they do exceedingly oppreſs them in their Callings, to 
the ntter un-doing of them and their Families. 

Here I would haye firſt confidgred that the Wood-mongers 


and . 
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2 The (ar- mans Controverſie. 


and Car-men are all one Body equally concerned, in one and 
the ſame jurisdiion (as the Car-men themlelves contels inthe 
Ticle of © .eir Complaint) and as there is no power exerciſed by 
the Wood-monger, but what 1s real, without pretEx:, as appears 
as by their Chaiter, fo by Authority of the City of London + 
Neither afſume they any other, nor do the Wood mongers, as 
diſtin trom che Car-men, exercile any juriſdiftion at all ; tie 
Car- men excrcifiug as much power over the Wood- mungers, 
as the Wood- mongers over them ; all their actings being joynt 
in Power, Priviledge, Othce, aid Trade ; many Cur-mcn not 
on. ly of the Clothing, bur of che Afliſtancez- and divers of 
them not only have born all the Othces in the Company, bur 
drive the vcry trade of Wo:»d-monyers. So that what ever 
charge they lay upon the Woodl monger, they muſt likewiſe lay 
up-.n themſelves. As for their bcing opprefſed and undiine by 
the Wood-monger, when the ſeveral particulars of their Cvarge 
is examined, there will n t appear the leaſt ſhadow of any 
thing of that narure, bur this as ſcandalous as the reſt, I proceed 
tothe tw > firſt particulars ot their ci:arge, viz. - 

I. That when Wwe have beſtowed threc-/core or forr- ſcore 
ponnds in a Car-roum. the Wood -mongers As aſſr-me to themſelves 
a poer to take aWay the ſaid room at their pleaſure, norwith- 
Standing the laid ("ar-room ts all the Eſtate moft of us have to 
maintuin our ſelves and families. 

2. That when a Car- man dies. the Wood-mongers av aſſume a 
power to themſeltes to take his Car-rooms from his  ife and 
(hildren, alLeit he bought them with h! money but a week beſore 
hs death , by which means the Wood-mongers have brought mas= 
”y Widows and Fatherleſs chil !ren to rume, m'omuch that ſome 
have periſhel( as 5 concaved ) for Want of bread.” 

This both Wood-m ngzers an.i Car-men muſt j>ynrly ac- 
knowledge, that according to the power wiere-with they are 
ennulted, they do. diſpoſe of Car-rooms, as their own proper 
It che Car-men, or ochers, have impoveriſh- 


'AaA themſelves by laying our thiir money for that whic') could 
Not b-rnade fate of, and of which they could hayeno affurance, 
neither the ſeller having any thing to enable him ſo to do, they 
muſt thank themſiyzs ; Neither arc che Car-men alons liable to 

this 
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this 1», burif any Wood-monger hath bin fo ignorantly per- 
faded out ot his money, he pays as well for his learning as the 
other, and that very delervedly; as will palpably appear by that 
time the nature and original of Cars, and Car rooms, with their 


Government, Diſpoſals, and Determinations from time to time 


are cl!eered : They only ſay in effet, they bought a piece of 
land of one that had no Titleto it, and the right Owners took 
It away. 

But as for Cars and Car-men, conſider 

7. That Car-men, Cars, atad Car-rooms, were anciently 
(time out of mind) wader the Government, and in the diſpoſal 
of the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen,and Common Councel 
of London ; as appears at large by the anſwer of the Wood- 
mongers given in to this honorable Committee. 

2. Thara Car-room is nothing but an allowance to work a 
Car in the City, and Parts adjacing: Which priviledge was eyer 
granted upon the good behavior, and taken away upon the mil- 
demeanor of the party to whom granted; either for non-pay- 
ment of duties, ill-language, or other abuſive carriage ; as ap- 
pears by the ancient books of orders, when in the diſpoſal, and 
under the government of the Hoſpital; which to clecr up to 
any man who'e eys are open, I have ſet down theſe enſuing pre- 
ſidents, viz. Wn 

March 29. 1585. 

Fohn Beck aWellirig in Moor-lave, Was admited to he a Car- 
man, and m rhe ſame Trade'to demean himſelf haneftly, or elſe rs 
be utterly diſmift, | 

' Thomas Hufon abort the [ame time admited upon the like 
Farms. 
: Auguſt r. 1586. 

Robert Taylor was diſmiſſed from the wſe of a Car, npon com- 
plaint, and miſdemeanors towards honeft Citizens, and for taking 
exceſſive prices for Carriage. 

May 12. 1688. 

Robert Pinc':backs Car was taken wp for his ſervants miſde- 
meanor, and ordered to take another ſervant in his fteed, and then 
:4 have his (ar delivered, 


October . 
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| October 24. 1592. 
William Turncr for hz diſorder and unreverend ſpeeches, had 
his room cnt off. | 
'Thcſe, wita n-any other examples (it need were) conſidered, 
what ground theie can be to conceive them Goods, Chattels, or 
Inheritances, demytable by Will co Heirs, Executors, &c. ] won- 
der; Certainly had they purchaſed them from the City, Hoſpi- 
tal, or Company of., Wood- mongers, they would have had ſum- 
thing to ſhew for-it; Bur neicher the Lord Mayor, Court of Al- 
dermen, Common Counccl, or Governors of Chriſts Hoſpital, 
ever intended that the Poor and Fatherleſs ſhould be deprived of 
{0 contiderablea part of their maintenance, to which purpoſe 
tze Wood- niongers ever fince the Government and difpoial was 
transferred to them, have payed one hundred and fiity pounds 
per Annum to the Hoſpital aforeſaid. | 
| Nevertheleſs by realon divers Car-men, 2rd others, did pre- 
ijume our of an erroneous conceit, as appears by the City Certi- 
{icate, tO account the Car-rooms as Goods and Chattels, and did 
by private contracts, pals them over one to another, contrary to 
the conſent, privity, or approbation of the City, or any ſubordj- 
nate Power entruſted with the (diſpoſal of them, and for that 
they payed conſiderable ſums of money. for them, it was ordered 
tome yeers fince, that the widow of ſuch Car-man, Wood-mon- 
ver, or other that had ſo disburſed his money, ſhould enjoy the 
benefir of ſuch room or rooms, during her natural life, unleſs ſhe 
married afterward a Forreigaer, and then to determine : which 
f.,yor they have cnjoyed ever ſince the 21 of King 7ames to this. 
day. *Andalthough divers have'demiſed chem by Will to their 
children, &c. and put them into their Inventories, yet this gives 
them no Title or Eſtate at all in them, more then it T ſhould de- 
miſe another mans Eſtate, and put it in my Inventory, would 
bcnetic thoſe to whom demiled, i neither is it at all ſtrange that 
they ate cither demiſed by Will, or put into Inventories, for he 
that had no more wiſdom then to lay our 1s mBney for a ſhadow, 
might a: eaſily, as ignorantly place u in his Inventory, 
Now it any thail ack how the Company of Wood-mongers 
came by power to govern and diſpoſe of Cars and Car-rooms, I 


thall give a perfect account of it, as followerh. 
Ber] | Firſt, 
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Firſt, as I told you formerly, that time out of mind they were 
inthe power and diſpoſal of the Lord Mayor, and Cuurt of Al- 
dcrmen. 

Secondly, In the two. and twentieth of Queen Eli/abeth 
this Government was transferred to thc Society of Wood-mon- 

ers. 

Thi-dly the twenty eighth of her Reigne the Government 
was transferred unto the Goyernors of Cliriſts Hoſpital, for the 
benefit ot the Fatherleſs Children, and ſtill (as before) given aud 
taken away upon good or bad demeanor, and none enjoying 
them longer then lite. 

Fourthly, Tie third of King Fames both Car-men and 
Wood-mongers were incorporated ; and the Governors of the 
Hoſpital wearied out with the rude behaviors of the Car-men, 
and the Car-mecn likewiſe, neicher content to be governed by 
them, nor able to govern themſelves, as they themſelves con- 
fefled, when they petitioned to be incorporate with the Wood- 
mongers ; hereupon che City tranſmitred the Government and 
Diſpoſal of Cars, Car-men, and Car-rooms tothe Company of 
Wood-mongers ; in conſideration whereof, they engaged to 
pay the hundred and fifty pounds per annum aforchaid, to the 
Hoſpical of Chriſts-Church, which they have paid ever ſince; 

Fiftly; The ſixteenth of King 7Fames upon a petition to his 
Majeſty,and a reference thereupon to the Lord Mayor,and Court 
of Aldermen, the number ot Cars were proportioned to be 
four hur:dredin all, whereof two hundred and fix:y were or- 
dered for the ftre:rs, and 5ne hundred and torty for tie Wharts : 
and the Wood-mongers have bin ſo favorable, as to p:rmirt the 
Car-men to work two hundred and eighty Cars, and content 
themſelves with twenty leſs than t!:eir proporcion. 

Sixtly, That the eighteeath of King Charles at the begining 
of rhis. preſent Parliam<nr, a Petition was preſented by the Car- 
men about this very buſineſs, which was reterred to divers Al- 
dermen of London, and rhe City Councel, and it was then 
cleerly reſolved by the ſaid Aldermen, That the ſaid Car-rooms 
did, and ought to determine with the life of the Poſleilor, that 
the buying and ſelling of Car-rooms was out of an erroneous 
conceity and that ot tizht they . were transterred, and — 
| B C 


hd 


<—_e an EY”, Os. 7 


—— FEI ee ten OS - >, Pr " 
A—— I 
+ 4 oo 


SOT a; 


—_—_ — 


pr + 
* p. k 
»". i ip. {7 1 


—— 


—— — 


6 The ('ar-mans (, ontroverſre. 


fit :o be governed and diſpoſed of by the Company of Wood- 
mongers, as by the report and Certiticate of the ſaid Referrers, 
more at large appeareth ; which I have here alſo given you a true 
Conie of, that none may be unſatisfied. 


Alartis decimo ſexto die April, 1643. An. Reg. Car.18. 
Tis day Sir Edmund Wright Knight and Alderman, M. 
Al.ilerma'1 Atkins, M. Alderman eAdams, M. Alderman 

Reynardſon, M. Alderman Gibbs, M. Serjant Pheaſant, and M. 
Serjant Green Committees formerly appointed to hear and exa- 
mine the diff-rences be:rween the Company of Wood-mongers 
Complainants, and ſeveral Car-men of London Defendents, 
did deliver into this Court a report in writing,under their hands, 
how they find the ſame, and their opinions ; The tenor where- 
of is as followeth, vx. 


——— I OF DEDEECEITAIN 
— 


To the Right Honorable, the Lozd Maior of the 
City of LONDON. : 


A Ccording to the direttion of an Order of this Honorable 
Court unto 14 direfted, dated ſept. die Mart, 164.2. for the 
hearing aud examining the differences between the Company of 
Wood-mongers Complainants, and ſeveral Car-men of London 
Defendents ; We do certifie, that We having. heard the matters 
debated between them at large, by their (everal Conncels on both 
ſides do find, That the government of Cars and Car-men, was.an- 
ciently in the City of London, and diſpoſeable by the Lord Maior 
and Court of Aldermen, w 
We do find that about fexty yeers ſince, theſe Cars and Car-. 
rooms, and the Government thereof was transferred by the Lord 
Maior and Court of Aldermen, to the Company of Wood-monger s, 
being then a Fraternity, and no otherwiſe 4ncorporate ,- and that 
about the 28. of Eliſabeth, they Were tranſlated to the Governors 
of Chriſts Hoſpital, Who had poWer and order to diſpoſe of theſe 
laces. - | 
4 We do likeWiſe find, that in the third of King James, the 
| | Wood- 
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Wood-mongers and Car-men were incorporated by Charter, and 
that the Car- men Were then again transferred over to the Gu- 
vernment of the Company of Wood-mongers, they paying to 
Chrijts Hoſpital one hunared and fifty peunds ger annum, And 
We find that Whiles the Government Was in the Hoſpital,aud ſince 
the Government was in the Company of Wood-mongers, that di- 
vers of the Poſſeſſors of thoje Rooms, de taco, ſell, alien, and dif+ 
poſe of their Cars for valuable conſiderations, and ſome of them 
aid take npon them by their laſt Wills, to demiſe the ſame to their 
relicks, chilaren, executors, and others; and ſome of them Were 
inſerted into ſome Inventories of the deceaſed, as Aſſeſts. 

And we find, that ſeveral differences ariſing by the Wood-mon- 
gers and Whar fſingers concerning Cars, and the Whar fſingers pe-= 
titioning Hes Atajeſty 16. Jac. Hs Majeſty then referred the ſame 
to the then Lord Biſhop of London, Sir Julius Cwelar and others, 
who taking conſideration thereof, referred the ſame differences to 
the Lord Mair, Aldermen, and Common Conncel of London, 
who npon due examination thereof, made their Certificate about 
April 1623. anto'the Lords Referrees, wherein they thought fit 
that the number of Cars ſhould be ſtinted'to four hanared only in 
London, Southwark, S. Katharins , and places Athacent, 
whereof one hundred and forty to-be for the Wharfs, and Wo 
hundred and fixty for the Streets, and that there ſhould be ſixteen 
braſen rooms above the number of four hundred for the Carriage 
of His Majeſties Wines, and certified amongſt other things, that 
when any one dyeth that is owner of any Car-room, or (ar rooms, 
the ſame Car-room, or Car-rooms ſhall nut be held as an Inherits 
tance, mer be acconnted as the Goods and Chattils of the Execn- 
zors, but ſhall be within forrteen days diſpeſed of by the Maſter, 
Wardens, aud Aſſiſtants of the (umpany of Wood- mongers, jſt 
wnto the Wharſf's, until the number of one hundred and jorty be 
full, aud after to ſuch Car-men as have ſerved thur Apprevtijhip, 
and are futeſt men for the ſame, they paying tweaty ilings ad- 
mittance.and eventeen fillings four pence per Anvum for a Car * 
room, Neverthele(s, in regard many out of an erroneous renceity 
( as they the ſaid Referrees take it ) had diſburſed gri 17 ſums of 
money for their Car-rooms, ſuproſing that they might dipoſe in 
perpetmity at their pleaſures, therefor e thty did make this prov iſs 
; > on 
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0x for them, That the Widow of the then Owner of any Car- 
room, or Car-roons, ſhould enjoy them by her {-ryants during 
h er life, unleſs ſhe married a Forreigner, and” then to be deter- 
mined. Which Certificate containing (amongſt other things) 
the particulars aforeſaid, the Lords Committees did certifie unto 
the Court of Star (hamber, Where ſome Orders were made to ra- 
tifie and eſtabliſh the ſame about Febr. 22. Jac. upon which ſaid 
Certificate and Decree, We ao find that ſeveral of the Aldermen 
of London did aſſiſt the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants of the 
Company of Wood-mongers, in Anno 1625. and 1626. for the 
better putting the ſame in execution. * 

Aud we do likeWiſe find, that the Parties to us referred, npon 
the complaint of the Company of Wood-mongers, do work with 


. Cars, contrary to the ſaid Certificate,Decree,and Orders pref, CYb- 


bed, as aforeſaid ; and that they Who do now ſo. work,, are above 
the number of one hundred limitted. But we do not find any C us 
ftom of London to enable any ſuch claim, to hold Cars as an Inhe= 
ritance, or to demiſe or diſpoſe the ſame by their laſt Wills, or 0- 
therwiſe; But we think that to be fit, and very ju$t, that the ſaid 
({ar-rooms ſhould be continued and kept, to the ſaid number of 
four hundred, and under the (aid Gopernment, according to the 
ſaid Certificate and Decree, and that the over-number ſhould be 
reſtratned ; All Which we leave to the judgement of this honora- 
ble Conrt, 

Edm. Wright, Abrah. Reynardſon, 

Thom. Atkin. Will. Gibbs., ; - 

Thom. Adams, Peter Pheaſant. 

John Green. , 

The which Report being here openly read, was allowed of, 
and ordered to be entred into the Reportory, and to be in all 
things accordingly perform:d. 

Ex. & concord. cum Regiſtro. 
| Michel. 

The third particular of their charge is, That the Wood-mon- 
gers do aſſume to themſtlves to let the ſeveral Car-rooms taken 
from Widows and Orphans tc hire for three ſhillings a week, either 
ro them from Whom they take them, or to ſome others, and do give 
ne account of the money ; and do alſoraiſe ſeventeen ſhillings four 

pence 
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peice per Annum for every Car-room in the City, which amovnts 
to the value of nigh four hundred pounds per Aynum jſor' Which 
monies they have not given an account for many + 

That the Wood-mongers do let any Car-room at hire for three 
fhillings a week,or any other price, is utterly falſe ; Its true when 
the Poſſeſſor grows aged, impotent, or incapable to work, up- 
on petition and ſuit made by the Poſleſlor,leave is granted to fuch 
a one to let it to another; by which means, the Aged, the Wi- 
dow, and Imp2tent, reccive a good part of their maintenance, 
and the poorer ſort of Car-men able to work, obtains a lively- 
hood, but this ſtill for the particular benefit of the Car-men 
themſelves, the Company of Wood-mongers not receiving one 
peny advantage by it. 

But-its very true that the Company do receive ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings four pencc per Annwm rent for every Car-room, which 1s 
allowed, allotted, and approved by the City ; from whoin they 
receive their power,and who likewiſe reap the benefit,the Com- 

ny being onely Tenants to the City, and in conſideration 
ny pay them to the uſe of the poor and fatherleſs children 
of the Hoſpital, the hundred fifty poundsper Annum aforeſaid : 


As for making no account of the monies, its as palpable an un- . 


truth as any other their caarge, for they annually render an ac- 
count to thoſe capable of it, as in other Corporations ; ncither 
15 it either <quitable or poſſible to xender account to every indi- 
vidual member, no more then for a Church-warden to render 
account to eyery particular Inhabitant. The premiſes conſider- 
ed, the account of four hundred pounds per Annum (if it were 
ſo) may be eaſily made up, by that time the Hoſpital is paid one 
hundred and fifty —_— the Clerk and Beadles wages, and 
the Hall rent paid, beſides at leaſt four hundred pounds laid out 
upon it, one hundred pounds per Annum for uſe money, taken 
up for Parliamentary occaſions, together with monethly Aﬀſeſf- 
ments, which if men of underſtanding conſider, there will be 
very little left to ſpend in feafting, this being the only revenue of 
= Company ; which brings me tothe fourth particular of their 
charge. | 

T hat the Wood mongers are careleſs of the poor of their Cone- 
pany, ana ao not huſband their money well, for the uſe of the poor, 
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but ſpend it in feaſting among themſelves, and ſuffer the poor. of 
therr (Company to periſh for want of Stock, to ſupply their neceſſi- 
tits, 4s e197 Companies have, yet nevertheleſs the Maſter War - 
dens and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, ao (by an Arbytrarie 
Power aſſumed to themſelves) T ax the Petitioners to pay tWenty 
ſniiings (or every Car-room, v hen, and as often 4s they plea(e, and 
if we refu/e ro pay the ſaid illegal Tax, they will cut out our Care 
rooms, and ſo deprive 1s of our livelyLood, and refuſe to give any 
account of this money alſs. 

B. fi des what hath bin ſaid in the cloſe of the laſt particalar, 
viz, Howlittle money will be left for feaſting, the neceſſary dif- 
bur cments of the Cmpany conſidered ; 1 ſhall firſt ſay, That 
the Car-men are as guilty of this, and every part of each ſe- 
veral part of the Petition, as the Wood-monger, if any guilt 
at all were: bur ro pals thar, Its very rraethe Company in! a Ci. 
vil and moderate way on-quarter days; and che.like, when the 
affairs of the Company calls for their.atrendance, dine ordinari- 
ly at their Hall, as no doubt but other Companies do; avoiding 
(eſpecially in theſe times) whatfocver may be accounted ſuper- 
fluous : And'truly the Car-men have as little cauſe to complain 
of this as any men, for asthey are (the. better fort of them) of 
the Afiſtance, and ſo.neccIatily at the one Table,. fo the poor- 
elt Car-man that comes thither upon any buſinels,goes not away 
without his dinner; The Wood-monger they cannot fay feaſts 
himſelf, ncithereats he his morfel alone ;. neither can any ratio- 
nal man believe that the Wood-monger, who are Tradeſ-men, 
and for the generality, of better quality then their accuſers, moſt 
of them having what they havein the World, by their own In- 
duſtry,that they ſhould now fetch rules of good husbandry from 
ſuch a profuſe generation of men, who for the major part (ger 
they little or much)-make even at weeks end , certainly little, 
gaod Dudtrine: can be. expected when the divel rurns Divine, 
As for the care of the poor, I preſume there's no Company in 
the City (having (o ſmall revenues.) do more cheerfully and li- 
b:rally provide ; and had not the Company the government and. 
diſpoſal of the Car-rooms, for one, there would be ten poor 
Gar-men in and about'the City, not able ro gettheir bread. 


Firſt 


.. 
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Firſt, Porthat great noiſe they make of an Aibytrarie Tax 
of twenty ſhillings a Car-room ; I ſay it is not whenthe. Com- 
pany pleafes, but when they are comp<lled to dv it for the nz- 
cellary ſupply of the State. 

Secondly, There is no Tax laid upon the Car-men,but what 
the Car-men lay upon themſelves; no Aſſelment being made 
but by a competent number of the Aſſiltants of both, and laid as 
well upon the Wood-monger as Car-man. 

Thirdly, Thoſe that are free of the Company (driving what 
Trade ſoever) although they haye no Car-rooms at all, yer pays 
his due proportion as well as thoſe that have. 

Fourrhly, This twenty ſhillings lately laid upon each Car- 
room, 1s onely to pay a debt of the Company, contracted for 
Parliament, money meerly taken up at Intereſt upon the Hall 
Seal, wherein every member of the Company is in his pro - 
portion, and according to the number of Cars he employs, con- 
cerned ; The Creditor calling in for his money, and having 
paid Intereſt ſome yeers,they are willing to eaſe that burden; and 
were it not out of their diſ-affeQion to the State, they. would 
never call this an oppreſſion or illegal Tax, cſpecially ſo ſeldom 
troubled this way, to my knowledgenor: above thrice ſiace this 
Parliamentsfirſt ſitting; and likewiſe being lent upon the En- 
gazement of the Company, of re-payment when the Parliament 
enables them; every Wood-monger and Car-man upon pay- 
ment of the ſaid twenty ſhillings having printed recipts given 
him for that/purp9ſe.- *-'- « 2-Cjah 8 FEE <2 | 

-As for account, T anſwer as formerly, if thisbenot {ufhicient, 
they cannot account to every one.; : ; 
The ſixt particular of their charge. 

That the Maſter, Wardens. and Aſſiſtants, nor any Wood- 
monger whatfoever, ought to keep any Cars, or to have ary Car- 
rooms ; Jet neverthele's they have tot moſt of the Car-rornes in- 
to thu o\Wn hands, and do {poſe of them ; [ome they give one «to 
another, and ſome they giveto ther ſervants apd friends ; and by 
this means arſtroy us aud our fam: lies. | 

For Anſwer, I ſay firſt, 
That the Maſter row in bring tac) none. [3 Oo: 
Secondly, 'That'whena Car-tman'is Maſter,' as ſorntime #: is 
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they will be of another opinion; or by the ſame reaſon they 
mult be taken away from all thoſe Car-men chat are of the A(- 
fiſtance. 

Thirdly, That the Wood-monger ought to have none, is an 
untruth of as high a magnitude as the reſt; Certainly they forget 
that the V Vood-mongers proportion is appointed them,viz.one 
hundred and forty to the:V Vharts, -as alſo that the number for 
the ſtreets is appointed.them, viz. two hundred and ſixty; but 
if n--ne of this were, I am ſure it were: no breach of Magna 
Charta for any man to Carry hjs own goods; and atk the Car- 
menno leave, which the City well knew when they ordered the 
V'Vood&-mongers their proportion. | 

Fourthly, For giving one to another, .its very true; for as 
V Vood-mongers and Car-men are a joynt body, they cannor 

give any at all but it muſt be ro one another, unleſs they ſhould 
give them to Forreigners, or to mcu 'free of orher Companies; 
But can they ſay-the:V Vood-mongers have takzn away any of 
their proportion or work, more then their own number ? AL- 
though it were no robbery at all for the Wood-monger to work 
as many as his occaſi'»ns call for, for ought I know, and that cj- 
ther as a fre Engliſhman, or Citizen of -London, by vertue of 
HAagna Charta : But being very tender of any thing that is op- 
pulice to Order and Government, they are content with the ir 
number allowed and appointed by the City. 

And whereas they unjuſtly affirm the Wood-mongers do here- 
by deſtroy them and their families, 1 am able to make ir good, 
tharnot one of ten of theſe men that thus complain had bin able 
to live, had not the Wood-monger beſtowed Car-rooms of 
them; ſuch who never weuld hav. bin able to purchaſe a ro. m 
while they lived; Neither indeed (according to propriety of 
ſpeech) can they be faid to be taken frum them, unleſs raey had a 
right to them; neither is it indeed the Company of Wood- 
mongers diſpoſe of them, . otherwiſe then as I cnants to the 

City, to whom proper:y they do, and have belonged, ab 


rage. 


The ſeventh Article. 
I. That the Wood-mongers do aſſume a power to themſelves to 


carry merchants goods in their Cars, contrary to the Cuſtom of 
the 
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the City, and thereby we are deprived of our labor, and they eat 


the bread ont of our months, 

Firlt, I vonder why tieſe Complainants now will urge a 
Cuſtom of the City, whea ct:e whole dritt of ctkerr conter.twon 
is ſo directly oppolite to the City Cultom, nay to the City pe- 
culiar Right. | 

Secondly, Why did they not fay againſt the Common Law, 
the Wood-mongers cairy Merchants goods in their Cars? Cer- 
tainly if Magna Charta be nor {tone dead, it will tell the'e men, 
T hat a man may net onely carry his own goods, but any. gooas C0 
mingto his own Wharf, 1c tays no iuch bondage upo. men as 
theis Complainants would, viz. That a man ihall pay fixty or 
ſeventy pounds per Anuam,or more tor his Wharf, and keep hor- 
{c< and ſcrvantscothe charge of two or three hundred pounds 
per Annam more, that theſe ſhall all look on, and eat their 
maitcr out of houſe and home, while the {treet Cart ſhall reap 
the benefi: ;. and yer I bclicye for one load the Wood-monger 
carry,of Merchants goods, the Town Carts carry an hundrcd of 
the Wood-mongers. | | 

Thirdly, The Wood-mongers very rarely carry Merchants 
goods, aſchough they be brought to their own VVharſs. 

. x. For thatits very ſeldom any ſuch goods docome to them, 
many other V Varſs being employed onely forchat purpoſe. 

2. For that the VVood-mongers ordinarily have ſuch 
employment in their own goods, that they do call in the Town 
Car-mento take part of their carriage, who are many of them 
oftentimes hardly encreated todo them help in their greareft haſt, 
and that by reaſon the rates of the carriages trom te VVood- 
monger is{o well known, that they cannotſo cafily abuſe him, in 
taking as much more for his carriage as the City allows, as oft- 
entimes they de of Merchants and others, tothe great abuſe of 
the whole City ;and certainly,if they wanted bread, they would 
be more eaftly entreated to earn money. RET 

Fourthly, Give me leave to tell them, that had not the Wood- 
monger goods of his own to carry, he ought, he might, he 
would carry any other goods coming to his own V Vhart; and 
not onely as he is a frec-born Engliſhman, but even according to 


the Order of the Corporation, made both by V Vood-mongers 
C and 
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I4 The (Car. mans Controverſye. 

and Carmen joynily. -Andalthough the Companies tenderneſs 
ro the Car-men have bin ſuch (as they well know) char they are 
more apt 10 puniſh the V Vharftinger and V Vood-monger tor 
carryiag the Mcrchants goods co ning to their own V Vhatrks, 
t:E1 £9 COUNTenAnce it, thuug 1 never 10 feldom ; yer that they 
may not {invther their own Order in this very þutineſs, I have 
here inſerted it verbatim, together wnth the names of thoſe 
Geaclemen ot the Aiiittance by whom, and when made. 


On the 26. of October in the fifr of the late King, amongſt 
other things in difference betwcen the V Vharffingers, VVood- 
mongers, and Car-men, this very buftaeſs was'detcrmined, as 
appears by the Taft C'auſe of that Agreement, regiſtred in the 
Hall book, with an order of confirmation chereupon ; which: 


clauſe runs thus,” viz. Farther, theſe parties do think it fit on both. 


ſides that whar gouds or proviſions cone ty'or neer the City of 
Londen, and by occaſion to core to any Lrebeſe Wood wharfs 
Within London, -or wirhont , that im ſuch caſe the: faid Wharf- 
fingers may with the ((ars (being of the number of one hnndred 
forty, and branded With the Faggot mark,) carry the ſame goods 
into any place of London; of: withont, ar [ch prices as are or mag 


be rated and aff T7 the City of London'within the Liberties, 


and his Majeſties uſt ices of the Pedre without, All which we 
conceive is not contrary to the Decree aforeſaid, but is reafonable, 


theſe Carts paying the fame rent to t!:e Hoſpital, and doing the 
like equal and proportional ſervice to his Majeſty, as th= other 
number of two hundred and fixty ſtreet Cars do ; and befides is 
no occaſion of ſtoping ang peſtring the ſtrects, as alfo a ring 
that doth further the common profit of the City, in the ſpeedy 
conveyance of vial: and other proviſions into the Markers. 
Which part of the Agreement, with all the reſt of the parti- 
culars, was allowed and confirmed, not onely by the VVood- 
mongers and Carm.n indifference, but by an Order dated Dec. 
23. 1629. and by the way take notice, that the Court by whom 
this enſuing Order was made, were moſt Car-men, not above 
thr'e Wood-mongers preſent ; as appears by their hands there- 
£0 ſubſcribed. 


Ar. 
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Art a Court holden at Wood-mongers Hall the three 
and twentieth'of December, 1629. 


Tx day all the ſeveral Agreements made the 26. day of 
Oftober laſt,betWeen the Maſter and Wardens of this Com- 
pany, and the Whar fingers, and ſubſcribed under their hands, 
was publikely read in Court, and the Court Was thereupon de- 
manded by our Maſter, their conſents and opinions therein 
which the T able underſtand to be both good, whaleſom, and profi= 
table ; and likewiſe much affeiting the quietneſs of this Fellow- 
ſhip hereafter, have (with a full conſent ordered the ſame to ſtand 
in force in all particulars Whatſoever, and this Order to be the 
AAaſter,and Wardens, and the other undertakgrs thereof, their 
full diſcharge in that behalf : In Witneſs whereof, We the ſaid 
Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants, have ſet our hands the day and 
Jeer above Written, 


Samuel Doves, Maſter. 
I. William Ham, ed 
2, Thomas Wilmot, * ©” 


3- George Heal, 6. John Lightborne. 

4. Henry V Villiams, John Curler. 

5- Geo. Fhornton, 7.George Hubbert; 
$. Stephen Cox. | 


Which Order was again read and confirmed at another Court 
of Aſſiſtants, bearing date the 12 day of January 1629, then nexs 
following. 


Now before I come to the eighth and ninth particulars of 
cheir charge, I ſhall ſpeak a word or two to the inconveniences 
attending that corrupt conceit{as t. e City certilicate truly faith) 


of ſelling Car-rooms one to another by private contrat- ; which 
liberty being denyed them, they cry out of opprethon, violence, 
injuſtice, un-doing, &c. which well examined, will appear a bt - 


fineſs of a clcer contrary yature; For belides the illegality of 
ſuch prepoſterous and prejudicial proceeds, as gppear: by what 
hath bin ſaid, &- I Firſt, 
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16 The Car-mans ({ontroverſ/ie. 

Firſt, They aſſume to themſelves a power to abuſe. the City, 
who having Either by the Governors of the Hoſpital, or by the 
Company of V Vood-mongets, beſtowed the priviledge upon a 
Car-man to work a Cart his life time, if he demean himſelf ho- 
neltly ; he takin upoa himto ſell ir as his peculiar inheritance, 
malt needs ſteal away the right of the City in them, turning thar 
to their privat? advantage, which inherently is peculiar to the Ci- 
ty, and jn their power to take away, or give atpleaſure, when, 
and where, and to whom they pleaſe. | 

Secondly, By this m:ans they exceedingly defraud one an- 

other, for he that buyes (being perwaded che ſeller hath a ſure 
T xtie) is enc »uraged co lay out his money upon a meer ſhadow, 
to his utter undoing ; for the cauſe of their un-doing is not that: 
the City (and ſo the V Vood-mongers from them). claim their: 
right, bur that the Complainants fell into a full Trade'to coſen 
one another, ſelling and buying that. they never had Title to; 
nor could make aſſurance of, and ir were yery juſt for thoſe that 
rook upon them firlt thus-to fell, ro be compelled (if extant, and 
able) to give competent repair to the ſuffering party. | 

Thirdly, kad this corrupt praRtiſe bin permitted to continue, 
in a few yeers all the Car-rooms would have bin ingroſled into 
a few rich mens hands, who wereable to purchaſe them, and all 
the reſt of the poor Car-men (who although ſerved their time 


honeſtly, and not able to lay our threeſcore or fourſcore pounds . 


for a room) muſt inevitably be concluded a'flay* or ſcryant for 
life ; and here lies couched ſuch an undeſeryable undoing to the 


wives and families of the poorer ſort of Car-men, as (ifthey had 


eycs to ſee) they would eat their fleſh before appear jn this buſi- 
neſs : Poor men, they are pulling down their own houſes upon 
their heads, and ſee not the danger. And truly, (next to that 
duty I ow to the City and Company in the vindication of their 
juſt Rights) this is a grand reaſon of my undertakings, that poor 
m2n may not be thus bored through the noſe ; I would have any 
man not Nebuchadnezzarized confider,whether the buying and 
ſelling for 50, 50, or 70 pounds aroom hold not forth more op- 
-p:efhioa, injuſtice, and undoing ro poor Carmen, then the having 
them for twenty ſhiilings admirrance, the annual rent not conſi- 
derable, nor being the third part of the Intereſt of the price 
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of a Car-room, neither is it more then they paid annually,vhen 
they were bought at ſo deer a rate. | LV 

Fourthly, Should Car-rooms and Car-men be in their own 
power,and not ſubordinate to Government ; Certainly ic would 
tend much to common prejudice ot all Merchants and others in 
their carriage ; tor let the Lord Maior, Court of Aldermen, and 
Company of V Vood-mongers do what they can, men are daily 
abuſcy as they now ſtan}, how much more it impowered ? Cer- 
tainly he that hath not learned to be goyerned,. will neyer be fir 
to be a Governor, | | 

Fittly, Should not the V Vood-mongers have Cars of their 
own co Carry out their goods, it would much encrealc- the price 
of fewel; for.now it often falls out chey ſell coals at the price they 
bought, *or for very ſmall profir, which were ic not to employ 
their own horſes and ſervants, they would not do. 

:Sixtly, Alchough the laſt, yet not the leaſt, ic would prove the 
a breach of Charity, nay almoſt the higheſt degree of Fel- 
onythat can be ; 

| For beſides the abuſe and injury offred the Ciry; and that pri- 
vate colenage that's in it one of another, That undoing that. in- 


'evitably falls upon the poorer ſort of Car-mea as afore-faid, The 


abuſe of Merchants and others in carriage of their goods, The 
increaſe of the priccs of the fewel;this above all other is the great- 
eſt, ir.deprives the poor and fatherleſs of the hoſpital of Chriſts- 
Church, of -a conſiderable part of their maintenance; and as all 
kind of theft is illegal,;yet its moſt abominable to rob the Spittle. 


Therefore while they unjuſtly cry out of injuſtice in others, 


they themſelves would really become oppreſſive and injurious, 
and how thele things can tend to publike good (their great plea) 
I underſtand not ; bur a man with-half an cy may ſee publike 
prejudice wrap: up in.it to purpoſe. 

The eighth particular of their charge. 

That the Wood-mongers by keeping Cars to carry abroad wood 
and c:als, Fc. do uſe two Trades, to wit, the Trade o® a Wood- 
monger, and the Trade of a Car-man, which. is contrary to the 
Law, and contrary to the ( uſtom of the City ; by Which means 
the Gentry as well as others are much a! uſed When they buy coals, 
the Wood-mongers pſing to wet their ſacks that they ſhall not hold 


their meaſure. Ther 
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Their ninth particular. 

That the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtauts of the Company of 
Woed-mongers, the better to bold up their oppreſſions ana un-rea- 
ſonable gain, deth fore-ſtall the Markets of Wood and Coals, and 
ether fuel, by ſending their Fattors, or going themſelves fifty or 
ſixty miles to buy Coals or Wood, Cc. before it comes to open 
Market ;, and then do exceedingly inhance the price, and ſell for 
#ureaſonable profit ; to the great diſturbance of the City and pla- 
ces adjacent, aud thereby doth exceading!y opprefſe the poor, and 
ex a(t upon them by their unreaſonable raiſing the price of Coals, 
Cc at their pleaſure. 

Theſe two lait particulars being ſons of one father, and-both 
of one vature, I joyn together, and for anſwer, Cs 

Firſt, I fay, that the Wond-monger and Car- man ate nat two 
diſtin trades, but ( as.incorporated and jree of one COmny ſo) 
partake of priviledges alike : a-Carman as. often as ability: and 
epportunitie meet, dath nat .only fell Wood and Coals, but 
keep<th a Wharf and ſervants, and drives the Trade of a Wood- 
monger : and by the ſame reaſon: a Wood: monget may-work 
Carrs, eſpecially far gaods caming.to-his own Whary, and yet not 
be accounted a man of two Trades more than a Country man 
bringing his Corn to market in his own Cart , or a Brewer car- 
rying out his own Beer in his Drays. Certainly upon this ground 
to-conclude a Wood-monger and Car-man two Trades, efpeci- 
ally as befare intereſted alike in all: incarporate priviledges , is 
but lean Logick, and what Law either ofthe City or Nation pro- 
hibits a man the carrying of his own goods, I think their moſt 
learned councel cannot tell : but that the Common Law , as 
well as the approbation and Cuſtom of the City in this Caſe (is 
ſuch) that I can tell; otherwiſe why ſhould they proportion 14.6 
Carts, to the Wharts, for that very purpoſe. 

Secondly, The Complainants are ſeemingly ſenſible of an a- 
bule offered che Gentry, by the Wood-mongers,as they pretend, 
wetting their ſacks that they might not hold their meaſure. Tru. 
ly charitable men would firſt have conſidered the peor, who arc 
moſt pinched, if this were ſo indeed; but that by ſpeaking for 
the Gentry, they hope to gain their good approbation , willing 
to 12ftnuate, | 
| But 
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Bur that F may ſpeak more fully to chis poine of wetting of 
ſacks, and fo allo ro take off chat prejudice and dii-reputs the 
complainants would wil.ingly beget upon the Wood-mongers, 
F turther anſwer, 

Firſt, That the Wood-mongers as a C:mpany or Corpora- 
tion (as the Complainants well know)do abhominate any thing 
of this narure, or any other, tending to publick prejuilice , whe- 
ther ir be carrying {mal lacks, wetting ſacks with an intent to de- 
ceive , fore-ſtalling Markets, &c. And as they haye b-en and 
are impowered and intrulted by the City to view and over: fee 
the meaſures of every man dealing in Wood and Coals: fo ov- 
ally as often as they {ee ticthey go abroad, and from Whart to 
Wharfo that purpoſe, and where they find inſufficient mcaſares, 
&c. they ſeize them and puniſh according to demerit ; there-= 
fore they only charge the Company wich this, with an inrent to 
render them unworthy of char power and trult committed to 
chem, as to this Honorable Committee that thereby their own 
ſiniſter ends.may be ſerved, fo alſo thar their reputes bein wrapt 
up in theſe bealt-like skins may become a prey to the Vulgat fort 
of People ; And as the Company are incapable of this charge, of 
wetting facks, 8c. ſo alſo efpecially of fore-Ralling the Market of 
VY oovand Coals; and more efpeciatly che Mafter , who''at- 
though ny pleaſe'ro nominate arid tharge, they know him not 
at all capabl- of any ſvch charge, he bemy of another Trade,and 
one of the VVatdens a Car-man,and yet taey pleaſe (with Scog- 
gin ) to ſtrike him that ſtands next. [2h 

Ob. Say they, We do not charge this upon the Company, as 'd 
Company, bir upon particular /Members,who by reaſon rhey have 
Carts of their own, rake thts Liberty, an have the berter opport#- 
nity to wet ſacks and to deceive the People in their meaſnrecr, 
which if they had not Car-rooms, they could not do. | 

eAnſv. Here I muſt needs tell the Parion he went beſide his 
Text, and had not his memory been bad to forget the point, he 
would neyer haye thus mu applyed it, | 

: | ey ENT For, : 

Firſt, -They all know the conteſt is with the Corporation a- 
bout their power and JuriſdiAtion, not with particuiar men; ad 
it ſame particular men fiould bt: found taulty,-this is nor ar ail to 
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the matter, and they are liable to the laſh of the Common Law, 
and that Law of the City which provides againſt all Fore-ſtallers 
anddeceitfull meaſures. 

Secondly, His inference is exceedingly unſound: what?5ecauſe 
my meaſures are my own,mult they needs be- bad? Mult a Law- 
yer necds play the knave, becauſc he borrows not his Books, but 
hath them in his Study ? Muſt a Brewer needs carry Barrels leſle 
then gaug'd, becauſe his own Drayes carry them out 2 Muſt all 
Tradeſ-men in London that keeps weights and meaſures of 
their own of neceſiity be diſhoneſt ?, what kind of Logick is this? 
or what kind of Crcatures count ye V V oo mongers, that they 
mult ſell goods, but ocher men muſt keep, meaſures for them ? is 
there Law or prelident for this ? or are thoſe Car-men or.{{om- 
plainants ſuch innocent one: that if they find facks they'l be un- 
doubtedly more honeſt then others: .I ſhall attribute this-to his 
{lender acquaintance, either ofthe men of thar generation,vor the 
{mal experience he hath of tie Trade of a VVoud-monger. Bur 
0 let that-paſle. Concerning wetting of Sacks. _ Fe 

Thirdly, 1 farther fay , that all ſea-coal ſacks either are or 
ought to be ſuch as will hold their meaſure wet and dry,new and 
old, and thar no Meter ought to work a ſack ill firlt ſuthcieutly 
ſhrunk, cyen the City ſacks themſelves; and that although ſacks 
in Summer time when the weather is hot are and may be uiually 


ſprinkled with water,yct after once fhrunk it no way leſſens them 


the Complainants well know there are other reaſons for it, viz. 
the heat of the Sun being ſuch, together with the refleRion of the 
Coals, when dry, that ſhould chey not now and then wet them, 
they would be burnt and ſpoil'd betore half worn, nei.her are 
the ſacks {o lythe and plyable to a mans back that carries them, 
when bone dry, as wh a little moiſtned; and whereas they 
charge this upon the V Vood-m-.nger, it it werea fault the Car- 
men were moſt guilty of ic ot any man, for he for his own t aſe 
and conveniency , as weil as for the preſcrving the ſacks, wers 
them. Inever A a V Vood-monger wet a ſack in my life , al- 
though it I zad I had norcaſon to condemne him, the premutes 
conſidered. 

Ob. But hoW comes it then to pa ﬀ, e, or whats the reaſon fo ma- 
7) Woed-mongers ſachs are jound ſhort of meaſure, let them b. 

Wet 
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wet or dry, if men had their meaſure it Were no matter. 
'Anſw. This indeed is the grand buſineſſc, and aboye all to be 

{poke to, therefore be.pleaſed co know. | 

Firſt, That a ſack is an uncertain, not a juſt meaſure, let it be 
of what ſize ſoever: and its the greaelt unhappineſſe ro rhe 
Wood-monger that can be, that they cannot have a juſt meaſure 
appointed them ; tor hereby men ignorant and ſcandal -»uſly dil- 
poſed,do not alittle ecliple the repute of the moſt innocent ; for 
leta man be never ſo conſcientious, yet either through the dry- 
neſs or wetneſs of the ſacks or goods, the ſtretching or ſhrinking 
ot the cloth, the holding up too hard or too ſlack, the partiallity 
of tome meaſurers abroad ; there will be,and is'dayly carried roo 
| _ or.to0 little, and this inayoidable. So that all that can be 

aid, 1s, - | | 

Firſt, That he that carries or keeps ſacks that will not hold 
their meaſure, he hath an intent'todecciye, and he ought to be 
dealt withal accordingly. EE! | 

Secondly, that foraſmuch as there can be no certainty in fach 
mcaſures, its not wiſdom in any Wood-monger or other, either 
buyer or ſeller, to account to receive in fix of them a jult half 
Chalder, or in twelve of them a juſt Chalder, bur tor that there 
will be more or leſs, if ſhort, the Wood-monger ought to abate 
accordingly, if over, the buyer to pay proportionable ; 'and that 
no man ſhould look on that as an intended deceit, which is not 
in the Wood-mongers power to reform,nay and he as much pre- 
judiced as any man, for how oft ſoever he carries over-mealure,he 
hears not of that, but once want of meaſure occalions much 
noiſe. And although (amongſt others) I muſt bear part of the 
reproach, till people are better informed, yet I dare boldly fay, 
No man inthe Trade whatſoey.r (one time with another conti- 
dered) carries better mealure than my ſelf, althoug': ſome of the 
Complainants end-avor to render me: otherwiſe. © Bur for the 
-better ſatisfaRtion of all men concerning the reaiiry of che Wood- 
mongers intents of reforming any abule of this nature, T hve 
here alſo ſet down a true Copy of their Petition and Remon- 
ſRrance to the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Comm-.n 
Councel of London ; with divers Expedients offered to their 
confideration. 
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To the Right Honorable, the Lord Mayor, the Court of 
Aldermen, and Common Councel of the City of 
LOND ON. 


The humble Petition and Remonſtrance of the Company of | 
Wood: mongers of the ſaid City of London. 


Humbly ſheweth, 

FT Hat whereas your Petitioners being for the moſt part Tra- 

ders in Wood and Coals, the onely fewel of this City : Ont of 
that deep ſenſe they haveof that general prejudice received againſt 
them in relation to their meaſures, although as caxſleſs as in- 
avoidableas alſe ont of their earneſt deſive not only to beget a right 
underſtanding, but alſo by your Aſſiſtance and Authority to en= 
deavor a regulation (if poſſible) of whatſoever is either really or 
ſeemingly prejudicial to this honorable City, in. whoſe right we 
have ſo deep an Intereſt; preſuming that as that general prejudice 
received againſt us and oxr meaſures, and ſo conſequently , that 


ſcandal which by means thereof reſteth upon the whole Trade, as 


3t proceedeth through the ignorance of moſt men, ſo from the ma- 
lice of others, Who being averſe to government, have ſer them- 
ſelves to endeavor the overthrow of that power under Which God 
hath planted them; and as We ſhall be far from owning in the leaſt 
any perſon or prattiſe nnjuft or fraudulent, but ws. Fo endeavor 
their exemplary puniſhment, ſo we donbrt not but this honorable 
Comrr Will be as far from abetting or counrenancing men of ſuch 
turbulent and vnſound Principles. Now for that for. Want of 4 
right information concerning meaſures of Sea-coal, the innecent 
are often rendred as ominous as the gailty, We make bold humbly 
#0 certifie, that the moſt npright and conſcientious man in the 
Whole Trade, doth and ſhall Taffer in his repute, till ſome courſe be 
taken te regulate the meaſures ;, Which alrhough a work. of great 
difficulty, yet is the earneſt deſire of your Petitioners, or that a 
right underſtanding of theſe in preſent uſe might be obtained ; 
ard that principally, by reaſon Sacks (the onely meaſure from us 
; capable 


» 
DOG ttt ISI, NESTED = mon gnps” RO RP"> 


| The Car-m 4ns Comtrover/re. 23 


capable of carriage upon mens backs ) are ſo uncertain, that either 
roo much or too little will of neceſſity be ordinarily carried, al- 
though the intent of the ſeller be never ſo juſt ; by ſtretching, 
ſhrinking, holding up to hard or to flack, ſumtimes by the dry- 
neſs or wetneſ> of the goods or weather, that the molt judicious 
and moſt accuſtomed Meters of Coals by Sacks,ſhall put ſomtime 
a peck too much, ſomtime a peck too little in a Sack, preſuming 
there is as often over as under meaſure ; but that in ſuch caſes tae 
buyer is ordinarily filent, whereas a juſt weigtk, ballance,or mea- 
fure, hath equal r.ſpeR as weli ro Seller as Buycr. 


Therefore (that it may appear to the whole World 
our earneſt deſires ave toreform or regulate any thing amiſs 
of thi; nature 11 our power ) we make our humble applicati- 
03 to this honorable Court, and make bold likewiſe ts offer 
the particulars auvexed co your grave conſiderations, that 
5f prſſible. {ome expedient may be found ont, and confirmed 
by your Awthority, that may conduce to the right of all 
buyers, 4s al/oprocnre the quiet and repute of your Peti- 
Fioners, Whoſe deſires are, That Equity and Juſtice. may 
rundown the Streets of this Famous City 45 a pleaſant 
ftream, andthat Truth, Peace, and Proſperity may dell 
Within her Gates; Which &, and ever ſhall be the dayty 
Prayers of 


: 
« 


Your humble Petitioners, &c. 


hb m— 


The ſeveral Expedients offered ts the Conſideration of this 
Honorable Court, as folleWsth, viz. 


TIrft, we humbly defire (if poſiible)fuch a certain meafare may 
be deviſed and ordered our to us, as wilt neither ſtretch, nor 
ſhrink, fir alſo to be carried on mens backs, into mens Cellars or 

% I VVare-tofes, &c. bur conceiving this impotible. 
Secondly, VVe humbly offer, that whereas it hath bin for- 


merly thought fit, and ordered that eyery Car-man carrying Sea- 


| coal fhould carry a ſeaked Buſhel in his cart, that fo the buyer'at 
his pleaſure might ſee his meaſure ; we humbly conceivethis on 
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be very inconvenient and prejudicial, for theſe reaſons enſuing. . 

1. Irs very hard to get ſo many buſh-Is as conſtantly mult be 
in this ;. beſides the valt ſpoil and loſs of.tnem after once had. 

2. The<cxtreme loſs ot time in our horles and fexvants, by 
which means we ſhall not only be dil-inabled to obtain a livel y- 
hood our ſelves, but ſhall alſo beat of all the Town-carts from 
helping us in greateſt haſt, by which means the ſtore of the Ciry 
will be obſtructed, 

3. It muſt needs be a grand vccafion of tumults in the ſtreets? 

4. The unskilfulneſs of the buyer, and partialicy in his own 
cauſe, may produce a want of meaſure wizete none is. 

5. Hereby we ſhall be rendred in worſe capacity then any 
Tradeſmen inthe City of what kind foever, whoſe ſhops are 
the proper place, not. onely of the price, but meaſure of cheir 
ware. | | 
6, Sixtly, If mcaſured in the treers, or at the- buyers houſe, 
we cannot expect that ſatisfaftion for over-meaſure, as the buyer 
will have in caſe of falling ſhort, but he having our monies in 
his hand, will uſe us at his pleaſure,or elſe beget abundance of 
needleſs ſuits. ES El 

Thirdly, Although we have had-ltkewife thoughts of having a 
ſworn Meter, and ſo conſequently the City ſacks to be appointed 
to every V Vharf, as well out of Lighters as Ships; yet. we can- 
not conceive this expedicnt, by reaſon 

I. This begets aſecond charge of metidge,and fo conſequent- 
Iy an increaſe of prices of the fewel.. 

2, For that this will not reform any thing ar-all, the Meters 
ſacks being as uncertain a meaſure as any-other, and as they Far- 
ry ſomtimes as good meaſure as any, ſo alſo ſomtime as bad as any 
We know ; by reaſon not onely of the ſtraining and ſhrinking of the * 
(acks, drine(s and wetneſs sf the goods, but the unevenneſs of mer - 
chants not accuſtemed to ſuch meaſnres. | 

3, By reaſon of that palpable miſtake in one of ycur Acts of 
Commun Councel about the fize of ſacks, which if it were obſcr- 
ved, we muſt be compclled to carry a fourth part of Coals more 
then we receive ; for whereas a ſack ought to contain but three 


buſhels, we preſame that a ſack of an Ell in lengrh, and three 


quarters of a yard broad when its ſhrunk, will hold four buſhels. 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Alchough we have likewiſe thought of meaſuring 
all Coals at each V Vharf by a ſealed bulhel b<toreth*y go our, 
bing very willing to take any courſe tending to publike equity, 
as well as our own vindication ; yet this we {ce an impoſlibility 
of; for that we (hall not then be able co ſerve half che City, the 
time'ſpent about meaſuring bcing ſuch, as mult needs caſt the 
poorer ſort of people into the fag end of the yeer for their pro- 
viſions, which are leaſt able to bear that adyance of price which 
ordinarily then falls out. | 

Fiftly, we humbly offer this laſt, as moſt ſurable to publike ſa- 
tisfaRion, ſo the molt convenient and attainable of any other,viz. 
That the whole Trade may be compelled to carry one ſort or 
{ize of ſacks ſufficient to hold their meaſure wet and dry, new 
andold ; to which purpoſe asthe Company of V Vood-mongers 
have formerly, and at preſent are impowred and entruſted to re- 
oulate the meaſures of -all men trading in Wood or Coals; and 
accordingly have from time to time uled much diligence to find 
out any man offending herein, puniſhing all ſuch they find faul- 
ty, ſo that now alſo all ſacks may be brought to their Hall before 
wrought by any, to the end that by the ſaid Maſter, Wardens,and 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, they may receiv: the approbati- 
on, brand,ſtamp, or Hall-mark, and if any Whartfinger vor other 
ſhall preſume to carry any other Sacks then ſuch (o approved, 
| wad ary or ſtampt, that then it thall and may be lawful for the 
Maſter, and Wardens, with ſuch number of their Ailiſtants and 
Officers as they ſhall think fir, to ſeile all ſuch Sacks and Coals, 
and chem to diſpoſe of to the uſe of che-po »r of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and further to inflit according to demerit. And for the 
preventing of any injury to the buyer, we humbly offer and de- 
fire it may be ſo ordered, that if any remain unſatisfied, he may 
at his pleaſure by himſelf or ſervant, repair to any of our Wharfs, 
there to ſee at any time the ſaid ſacks mzalured by a lawiul ſcaled 
mcaſure or buthel, which every Wood-monger or Whaittinger 
dealing in Coals ſhall be enjoyned alwaies to have in readineſs 
for thar purpoſe, it bring the moſt proper place for mea'uring, 
evcry mans wharf being as his ſhop ; Otherwiſe .we ſhall be 
rendred (as atoreſaid ) in a worſe condition then any Tradeſman 
whatſocycr, whici we humbly conceive is tar from the intent of 
this honorable C. ure, Jaw 
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Laſtly, As we humbly offer the premiſes co your grave Conſi- 
derations, ſo we humbly deſire this honorable Court will pleaſe 
to appovint ſome of their worthy me:ibers asa Committee, to 
whom we may apply, and with whom we may adviſe; that 
either in theſe, or any other waies attainable, we may be enabled 


to declare oar ſelyes ready in all jult waies to ſerve you, &c. 


——— 
— 


Andas for that great charge of fore-ſtalling the Market, I be- 
leeve it will be very hard tor the complainants to prove of any 
man going 50. or 60, miles to ſuch a purpoſe ; and know no 

inan guilty, except ane of the Complainants, who indeed was 
.imployed as a FaQtor to buy, and. did go about an hundred mile 
to contract with the Maſt.rs for their Coals at great rates : Aud 
would I recriminate, I could tell you, and that truly , that he s 


the moſt notorious for bad mealures of any man 1n the Trade , 


not only endeayouring to have ſuch ſacks made, as whereot the 
Sack-maker was aſhamed, and refulcd to make, but his very 
wooden meaſures which are neither capable of ſtraining or 
ſtretching, taken away and dcfaced by che Company in tixeir 
ſearch z which argues an intention to deceive; as on the con- 
trary where ſacs are ſufficient, there can be no ſuch purpoſe. But 
this I ſbould have let pafle, as the reſt, but that its — to me 
to hear the Owl ſhreck ſo loud againlt the wideneſle of the 
Wrens throat. 

As for going into the Country to buy Wood, I beleeve its as 
bencticial abuſes to the City as any thing the Woed-mongers 
can do; forby this means much fuel is brought to the City, that 
would go to other markets, eſpecially for thoſe that buy wood 
by the Acre, and cut and bind it and bring ir up to this mark<t< 
which if ſuch were not, Wood would be at a deerer ratc than or- 
dinarily it is, eſpecially in theſe times wherein Coals bear fuch 
rates, as for exceſlive prices and unreaſonable gain, got by the 
Woodmonger. Certainly the complainants had uſed the word 
#nreaſonable lo often, that they bad loſt their own Reaſon; 
Unreaſonable gain, Vnreaſonable profit, Unreaſonable priſes ; 
E xceeding oppreſſion, Exceeding inhanſing, and all with a wind : 


when indecd | dare appcal to the wavis Cutie ; and lerthem call 
one 
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one Trade after another, and if there be any that ell for lefle 
pricethen the Wood-monger, conſidering what he buyes at, Ile 
givc over being a Wood-monger, and faſſer that man to take my 
unreaſonable gainfull trade. And if the Complainants will but 
ſecure the whole Trade of 12. d. in the pound, cleer profit 
chroughour the year, Ile procure them 500. 1. toward the pur- 
chale of Land, when their Charter is finiſhed, that they become 
not ſo oppreſſive one to another, as they defire to be. 

Having thus anatomized the body of this hideous Hydra, and 
razed tae foundation of that infamous Fabrick, give me leave to 


catch the Serpent by the very tail, and to take a little view of the 


top-ſtone, v:z. their deſires : the ſum whereof is, 
Firſt, To be divided from the Woed-mongers. and 


Secondly, To have a Charter inpowering them to lay Taxes 


one upon anather to buy Land, &-c- 

Alth--ugh it concerns mc uvc ſb much to lookto their intenti- 
ons here, as to vindicate the Company, yet I cannot but wonder 
that they that were juſt now complaining of oppreſſion and un- 
doing by the Wood-mongers, for laying xx ſhillings upon each 
of them, for Parliamentary occaſions , ſhould now make their 
own finger heavier then the Wood-mongers loyns : they would 
have an Arbitrary power gramed to levy luch ſummes of money 
one upon another as ſhall be by them thought needfull : and 
What-ever they pretend, this muſt fall alſo upon the poorer ſort 
of Car-men, who by courſe will neither be Maſter, V Vardens, 
nor Aſſiſtants; and this not to pay publike debts, but to buy 
Land : 'who now is the oppreſlor ? 


: Secondly, For being divided, let them pay the proportion of - 
debts contracted for the State while they have continued with | 


us, and rob-us of no Right bclonging to the Company, in point 
of power or priviledges in the diſpoſal of the Car-rooms , or 0- 
therwiſe, and give good ſecurity never again to return, proviſion 
be made Marchants and others may ks 2 abuſed in their carri- 


ages : and I doubt not but the Company will as willingly ſhake 


hands wich chern, as they defire, For albeit the great Anvil on 
which they would forge the materials ot this cheir Babel, is pre- 
tended of publick good. yer the premiſes conſidered proves no 
better then a Popes Bull, beginning indeed with Newsne Do- 

mime: 
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wine , to which properiy may be added incipit omniam malunm : 
for alchough they prercnd Publique good, I know nothing of a 
more prejudicial extent to the Publice, rhen this. 


_ 


Now the reaſons why Coals are deerer then informer 
times are many, viz. Ct 
The Exciſe of 4s. per Chalder, amounts to a vaſt ſum 
of money, | 
The greathazard and adventure of the Sea, not only 
in relation to weather or caſualty, bur from the enemy, 
inſomuch that for waat of ſufficient Convoys, the loſs of 
Shipping that way (alchough Coals are at a decrrate)_ is 
more then all the reſt that eſcape have cleered. 
Extraordinary price of Victual and uf wages, now 
more then in former time, _ 
The taking ſo many Men and Ships out of that Trade 
fot the ſervice of the State, by which means there hath 
not comeſo many to Matker by at leaſt 1500 Chalder 
of Coals this yeer. = 
Theraiſing of the price at New-Caſtle 1 s. per Chal- 
der morethen eyer heretofore. | 
Anewincreaſe of che charge in delivery of their Bal- 
laſt at New-Caſtle, amounting to no ſmall matter. - 
Taking away their gift Coals, for whereas formerly 
they were ufedto have four, five, nay eight Chalder in 
che ſcore gift Coals, now they hardly have what they 
pay for, whichraiſerh the price exceedingly, that before 
theſe times a maſter would have got more at 16, or 17. S. 
per Chalder, then nowat 26s. a Chalder, | 
So many Ingroflers of Coals ſuffered contrary to the 
known Laws of this Common-wealth ; I preſume pri- 
vate men have laid up more Coals this year tor a dearth, 
then all the Woodmongets in London haye to drive 
their Trade. | Exped}t 
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Expedients to abate the price of Sea-coal. 


Firſt, Let the Market place be aſſertained; for its 
now. a great diſpute whether the right place of buying ve 
at Billingſ-gate orin the Poole ; by which means many 
take advantage to buy in the Poole, while others expe- 
ing the market at Billingſgate are diſappointed. 

Sccondly, Let a conſtant hour be ſer what timethe 
Maſter may ſell, and not before : as not before 5 a 
clock in the morning, in the Summer, from Mayday, 
till .A2u#: and from thence till cap 7, at the ſooneſt, 
orin the deadof Winter 8; andthis to be known by the 


ringing of a Bell, there being one ready for that 
urpoſe. . 

, Thirdly, Let all private men not driving a conſtant 
Trade in Wood and Coals, be prohibited buying more 
then for their own neceſſary uſe: for by means of ma- 
ny ingroſlers this yeer, priſes are much raiſed. Idare 
preſume particular men have laid up more coals to keep 
up foran advantage,then all the Wood-mongers in Lon- 
don have to drive their Trade. | 

| Fovurthly, Let there be ſufficient Convoyes at Sea to 
prote& the Coal-ships, who for want hereof run great 
hazard, and receive much toſle. 

Fifthly, Let every Maſter of a. Ship uſing that Trade, 
once every year let the City have a proportion of his 
Coals for the uſe of the Poor, as they coſt him, and 
thatas neer as can be at thecheapeſt time: viz. every 
Ship making out 200 Chaldern, one ſcore : each ma- 


king out 100 Chaldern, half aſcore; and ſo according 
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to proportion, making out more or lefſe : And that e- 
v-ry Wood-monger according to his Trade may like- 
wile lay in forthe uſc of the Poor,once every yeara ſcore 
or halt a ſcore of Coals as they coſt him, without a pen- 
' ny profit, and this alſoatthe cheapeſt time of the year. 

Sixtly, Thar ſome other courſe might be taken then 
the Exciſe of Coals, to pay the Souldiers of the Northern 
Gariſons; cither out of the monethly Afleſment torthe 
Army, or otherwaies, for that this is one main cauſe why 
coals are ſodeer, 

Seventhly, Deny not the Wood-mongers their Nas 
tive Right, and thatboth the Common Law of this Na- 
tion, and the cuſtom ofthe City allows, v/z. the carrying 
out his own goods, or other, coming to his Wharf -: for 
I preſume, were it notfor imploying their own Horſes 
and Servants, where they often ſell tor very ſmall (ſome- 
time forno) profit, they wonld have a more confider- 
able price then now they ordinarily ſell tor. | 

Theſe things I thought good humbly to offer, that in 
theſe hardtimes wherein Trading is fo dead, Victual and. 
Fuel ſo deer, ſome releef might be to the poorer ſort, 
whoſe mouths are as apt, and do as dayly cry out upon 
the Parliament of oppreſſion, &c. as the Complainants 
inthe caſe before you upon the Wood-mongers : and 
although no great heed is to be taken what the ruder fort . 
of people lay, yet happy is it when cauſleſle. : 
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